Academy
brings God
into the
classroom

By judy Mastersen
JMASTERSCN@SCN1.COM

WAUKEGAN — Shelia Daniels
Academy Principal Deborah Stack-
house wears the message of her
school on a thin gold chain around
her neck: Try God.

The small private Christian
school, where kids learn Latin as a
means to improving their verbal
skills, is all about bringing God into
the classroom and sending him
back out into the world again —
shining forth from the lives of stu-
dents.

In Mrs. Devynne Gowie’s Clas&:.
God comes for the morning Bible
study and stays all day. He listens
in silence as fourth- and fifth-grad-
ers discuss the startling conversion
of the Apostle Paul.

“What we're learning about Paul,
we're bridging into our own lives,”
Gowie said. “We're talking about
what the Holy Spirit can do for us.
We're using Biblical examples to
find ways to live our lives today.”

Shelia Daniels, at 2313 Washing-
ton St., Waukegan, is one of more
than 3,000 member schools in As-
sociation of Christian Schools In-
ternational devoted to “embracing
and pursuing the mind of Christ.”

“What we have to offer you don't
find in public school or even at alot
of other Christian-based schools,”
said the softspoken Gowie, who
keeps her students in line with su_‘ie
glances.

The school, which charges an
average annual tuition of $3,000,
was founded by Sign of the Dove
Church in 1989, which is pastored
by Stackhouse and her husband,
the Rev. Harry Stackhouse.

“It was our wish 1o be able to give

Biblical instruction as well as aca-

demic instruction,” Deborah Stack-

house said.

The academy is named in honor
of a young occupational therapist,
amember of Sign of the Dove, who
worked in the public school system,
and who died suddenly in 1999 af-
ter a diagnosis of Asian flu. The
26-year-old Daniels left a husband
and two-month-old baby.

“Shelia had a love for children
and a love for education,” Stack-

house said. “She believed children
should be well-rounded academi-
cally as well as spiritually.”
Housed in a former church build-
ing, the school, which has an enroll-
ment of 82, was bustling on Tuesday
morning. Kindergartners, all who
can read, according to Stackhouse,
were bouncmg through jumping
jacks and otherwise exercising
their volunteer teacher, Mrs. Lee.
Preschoolers including Jaylah
Turner and Jabari Brown, both 5,
impressed a visitor with a demon-
stration of their reading skills, their
eves large as they related the ad-
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Kindergarten students [left to right) Lamont Taylor, 5, Omari Fleming, 5, and Maya Dewey, 5, play with
skateboards during gym class at Shelia Daniels Academy in Waukegan.

. FUND-RAISER SUNDAY

Shelia Daniels Academy will
hold its seventh annual fashion
show fund-raiser at 1:30 p.m.
Sunday at Rosalind Franklin
University, 3333 Green Bay
Road, North Chicago. The
school will also hold an open
house at 7 p.m. April 22. For
. information on either event,
call (847) 263-8147 or visit
www.sheliadanielsca.org.

ventures of frisky Tip the pup.

Jabari's dad, Lawrence Brown,
called the academy “very nurtur-
ing.”

“They have very high expecta-
tions,” he said.

First-graders were sailing
through parts of a sentence, with
the help of Shurley Grammar. Sev-
enth- and eighth-graders had just
finished a science experiment and
were recording their findings. The
room smelled slightly like sulphur.
The academy uses the Bible-based

“A Reason for Science” curricu-
Tum.

Staclkhouse noted that the school
has helped students who have
fallen behind in public school.

“This school is advanced,” said
sixth-grader Lydia Henry. “We're
prepared for high school — and col-
lege.”

Lexy Phillips, also in sixth grade,
reported her satisfaction. “One day
I forgot to bring my lunch and a
teacher gave me hers,” she said.
“It’s like a big family here.”

But despite its success, Shelia
Daniels Academy, like many small,
private schools, struggles to keep
its doors open.

“Money is our biggest chal-
lenge,” Stackhouse said.

Ken Smitherman, Association of
Christian Schools president, said
both families and staff make sacri-
fices to operate schools on less than
athird of the $10,000 national aver-
age for per-pupil public education.

“It's the unbelievably wonderful
things that are happening in
schools that by all right and reason

“This school is advanced.
We're prepared for high
school — and coflege.”
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“One day | forgot to
bring my lunch and a
teacher gave me hers.
It's like a big family
here.”

LEXIE PHILLIPS, 11,
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shouldn’t be in operation that is
keeping them open,” Smitherman
said. “With everything going on
right now, even somewhat affluent
families cannot afford $300 a
month. Our teachers earn just 60
percent of what public school teach-
ers earn. We feel it’s a shame that
families cannot choose where they
believe is the best opportunity for
their kids to learn and allow the dol-
lars to flow there.”
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